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Tannery Bridge (Downton) Replacement Scheme 
WCC Bridge Number C12/217 

Progress Report: Week 3 
This report details progress for the period between 2nd April – 8th April 2007.  During 
this week works on the temporary footbridge have continued.  No road closures have 
been undertaken during this period. 

Weather 
Warm and dry all week (cold overnight) 

Meetings & Site Instructions 
·  Representatives from Mouchel Parkman (MP) met with Signway (road signs) 

on Wednesday 4th April 2007 to discuss the sighting of the fixed diversion route 
signs for the works.  Signway are continuing to manufacture the outstanding 
signs this week. 

·  Representatives from Wiltshire County Council, MP and Alun Griffiths attended 
Downton for the scheme monthly progress meeting on Thursday 4th April 2007.  
Matters discussed during this meeting included: 

1. Residents concerns to date (pedestrian access during closures, 
advance warning signage & relocation of ‘no lorries’ sign on The 
Borough) 

2. Erection of the scheme information boards at each end of the site 
(programmed for completion by Friday 13th April 2007). 

3. Planned works for the next weekend road closures which are 
scheduled for the 14th/15th  and 21st/22nd  April 2007. 

4. Co-ordination of the service diversion works to minimise their impact 

·  No instructions have been issued this week. 

Summary of progress 
·  Construction of the ballast walls on the temporary footbridge foundations has 

been completed.  It has not been possible to commence construction of the 
approach ramps to the footbridge as planned this week due to low overnight 
temperatures increasing the curing time required for the ballast wall concrete.  
The ramp construction will commence on Tuesday 10th April 2007.  See 
photograph 1. 

Currently the contractor anticipates that the temporary footbridge will be open 
to pedestrian traffic on Friday 13th April 2007.  It is also anticipated that the cut 
through between the Old Tannery and the footbridge will open the same day. 

·  Some site materials and the Environment Agency walkway have been relocated 
from the verge outside of the Old Tannery to the storage yard in Downton 
Business Park. 



·  BT Openreach have been onsite preparing for their service diversions.  These 
works involved additional trench excavations and the installation of service 
ducts across the temporary footbridge. 

·  Alun Griffiths have undertaken trial holes in the carriageway in advance of 
construction of the temporary vehicle bridge foundations.  The purpose of these 
trial holes was to locate the position of any services in the area.  See 
photograph 3. 

·  The Tannery Bridge Scheme helpline has been established.  This helpline is an 
answer phone which is reviewed on a daily basis by site staff.  The telephone 
number for this helpline is 07890 517350 

·  Party wall notices concerning the works have been issued to residents of The 
Corn Mill, Waterside Mill and The Old Mill were issued on Friday 30th March 
2007. 

Problems Encountered During This Week  

·  It has been necessary to build up the manhole adjacent to the footbridge 
foundation outside of the Old Tannery to ensure that it is still accessible 
following construction of the ramp.  See photograph 2 

·  During this weeks progress meeting Alun Griffiths requested an additional road 
closure on the weekend of the 14th/15th April 2007.  Its purpose will be to allow 
the construction the central foundation for the temporary vehicle bridges 
(outside Waterside Mill / The Corn Mill) without risk to traffic flows.  See road 
closure dates below. 

Planned works for week ahead 
·  Utility companies will be on site during the next week continuing service 

diversion works.  Ducts carried across the bridge will be hidden behind plywood 
boxes built on the bridge deck. 

·  To open the temporary pedestrian bridge and the cut through between the 
footbridge and the Old Tannery on Friday 13th April 2007. 

·  To excavate and construct the abutment foundations for the temporary vehicle 
bridges.  The central foundation will be constructed during the road closure on 
the 14th/15th April. 

·  The erection of the crash deck beneath the existing deck will commence.  The 
crash deck will catch any debris arising from demolition operations, preventing it 
entering the watercourse. 

·  Relocation of the large ‘no lorries’ signs on The Borough from its current 
position to further up The Borough. 

Other programming items or issues 
 

·  Dates of upcoming road closures: 
 07.00hrs on Saturday 14th April 2007 to 19.00hrs on Sunday 15th April 2007 
 (additional date) 
  00.01hrs on Saturday 21st April 2007 to 23.59hrs on Sunday 22nd April 2007 

 06.00hrs to 19.00hrs on Saturday 5th May 2007 [Cuckoo Fair] 
 2 no weekend closures October 2007 – times and dates to be arranged 



 

 
 
Photo 1 – Temporary footbridge foundation ballast wall (Old Tannery end) 
 

 
 
Photo 2 – Temporary footbridge foundation (Old Tannery end) built up manhole 



 
 
Photo 3 – Trial hole in deck outside Waterside Mill 
 
 


