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CHRISTMAS! 
will be making Christmas 
Wreaths at the Primary 
School Fair or Country 
Market on 4th December. 
Remember reusable bags 
when shopping. 
Give an environmentally 
friendly or homemade gift, 
or an experience.   
Donõt buy plastic items that 
will end up in land fill.   
Buy a real tree, preferably 
with roots, from a 
sustainable grower. 
Donõt buy too much food 
and do use leftovers.  Buy 
local or FairTrade items 
from farm shops, Farmerõs 
Markets or Co-op. 

Downton Transition Group 
have some ideas to make 
your Christmas more 
sustainable. 
Beforehand: 
Make cards or buy charity 
cards.  Use the Scout Post. 
Buy paper that can be 
recycled (no metallic 
content) or use brown, 
tissue or newspaper tied up 
with ribbon or wool.  
Donõt use sticky tape.  
Turn off Christmas lights 
overnight and during the 
day. 
Make decorations.  Use 
greenery from the garden.  
Downton Transition Group 
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page 3 

Our special edition for Redlynch, Morganõs Vale, Woodfalls and Lover produced a positive response.  We are going 
to continue with a special version of the newsletter for these villages on a trial basis.  For more details and to let us 

know what you think, see page 5.  

Christmas?  Christmas is 
after all the one festival that 
almost all of us seem to 
take part in, in some 
way.  Shopping, feasting, 
parties, visiting relatives ð 
all of these things can be 
good.. or bad.. depending 
on your capacity for 
shopping, feasting, 
partying, (and on what 
your relatives are like!) 
The central feature of 
Christmas is the good news 

that God came to earth, to 
people like us, to change 
our lives and to change 
history.  Christmas without 
even a hint of that message 
will be all the poorer for it. 
Churches in the area will 
have a whole range of 
services of different styles 
and at different times ð 
surely one of them you 
could manage?  Go on òGo 
back to church this 
Christmasó. 

You may remember 
reading in our last issue 
that churches in the area 
were joining a national 
campaign to encourage 
people to come back to 
church on the last Sunday 
in September.  Weõre 
happy to report that many 
people did make the effort 
and were warmly 
welcomed and enjoyed the 
experience.  So why donõt 
you give it a go this 

BACK TO CHURCHéCHRISTMAS News of major road works 
coming up: page 2. 

Downton Partridge Fair on 
11 December: back page. 

During: 
Play games, go for walks. 
Make hats from wrapping 
paper! 
Donõt eat too much! 
Remember recycling. 
Afterwards: 
Take cards for recycling to 
WH Smiths or keep for 
next yearõs tags. 
Recycle trees at Sports-
Centre on 9th January or 
plant for next year. 
Recycle unwanted presents 
ð charities, Freecycle, 
ôregiftõ. 
Email more ideas to 
downton.transition@ 
googlemail.com 


